
4/12/2022 

 

Governor’s Amendment (4/11/22) to Augusta County Courthouse legislation (SB 283, 3/12/22) 

 

The Governor has sent the Augusta County Courthouse referendum back to the General 

Assembly (unsigned) with some changes. 

 

In addition to moving the election from November 2022 to November 2023, here are several 

other changes: 

 

A.) The bill would require that two separate architects appointed by the judge in the Order to 

Show Cause matter to develop separate cost estimates for 1.) the cost of relocating to a new court 

facility in Verona; or 2.) the cost of renovating and expanding the current courthouse OR the cost 

of constructing a new courthouse in Staunton. For either Staunton option, the appraised cost of 

acquiring property shall be included in the cost estimate. 

 

B.) The bill would have to be reenacted by the 2023 General Assembly. 

 

C.) The ballot question would allow Augusta County to present a referendum to its voters with 

an option to move the court facilities to Verona or to have the County’s court facilities renovated 

and reconstructed in the City of Staunton.  Both options would include a cost estimate.  The 

County would be required to implement the plan receiving the most votes. 

 

Oddly, the proposed ballot question would not permit the County to present an option of 

constructing a new courthouse in the City of Staunton.  I do not know if this is intentional or not, 

though it does seem odd that the Judge could authorize an architect to develop that option at the 

beginning of the bill. 

 

As to procedure: The General Assembly reconvenes on April 27th to consider the Governor’s 

amendments to all bills, including this one.  The Assembly, by a majority vote in each house, can 

agree to the Governor’s amendments, and the bill, as amended, will become law. 

 

If 2/3 of each house votes for the original bill adopted by both houses without the Governor’s 

amendments, then the original bill (HB902) becomes law. 

 

If some of the Governor’s amendments are agreed to by both houses, then the original bill with 

the amendments agreed to by both houses (but not the amendments not agreed to by both houses) 

goes to the Governor.  He may then veto or sign the bill.  

 

If the legislature rejects all of the Governor’s amendments, but can not reach a 2/3 majority in 

each house, then the original bill goes back to the Governor. He may then veto or sign the bill.  

 


